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COMMUNITY OVERVIEW 
 

1.1  THE PLANNING AREA 
The City of Trinity  is situated  in the North Carolina Piedmont ð part of the Piedmont Plateau 

that extends from New York to  Alabama, where the terrain rises gradually from the coastal 

plain to the base of the Appalachian Mountains.  Locat ed in the northwest  corner of 

Randolph  County, Trinity is adjacent to Thomasville to the west, High Point to the north and 

Archdale to the ea st.  The planning area encompasses the current boundaries of the City 

and its surroundings ð an area of approximately 38 square miles  in size. 

 

Figure 1.1 ð Planning Area   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.2  HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
The Keyauwee Indians, the prima ry inhabitants of the northwestern corner of 

Randolph County area preceding and into the1800s, utilized the fertile hunting 

grounds paralleling the Deep and Uwharrie Rivers (Rights, 1957, 116).  A Keyauwee 

village site was rediscovered and e xcavated in the  1930s on the Carraway 

Mountains east of Archdale.  Amid a triumvirate of three Indian tribes of the 

Keyauwee, Eno and Saura, tax records indicate the residency of nearly twenty -five 

English and Dutch farming families had settled in the Trinity region prio r to the 1780s.  

(Randolph County Historical Society, 1979, 117).  
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Trinity College  Site 
Courtesy, www.randolphlibrary.org  

 

Settled predominantly by Methodists, early residents of the area advocated literacy 

by formalized classroom instruction.  As early as 1835, the Brown Schoolhouse, a one -

room private school,  flourished in the community.  By 1839, the Union Institute 

Educational Society founded the Union Institute, representing the melding of the 

Methodist majority with the Quaker minority.  The Union Institute, led by Methodist 

minister and administrative pre sident Braxton Craven, became Normal College in 

1851.  Trinity College was chartered by the state in 1859 (1979, 116).  Trinity College 

became known as North Carolinaõs first Methodist, state accredited teachersõ 

college whose namesake was inspired by Trin ity C ollege of Cambridge, England.  

 

The municipality  ôreceived a 

charterõ  as Trinity College in 

1869 from the N orth Carolina  

General Assembly under the 

provisions of the new state 

constitution (1979, 118).  

Beginning in 1872 elected 

officials in Trinity College  

included a mayor and town 

commissioners .  The municipal 

charter was allowed to lapse in 

1924.  Duke University was 

formally founded in Durham that 

same year.  Randolph County 

Board of Education leased the 

property from 1909 to 1924 

(RCHS, 1979, 117).   A new high 

school was erected on the same site using columns from the old college in the 

auditorium of the new school; the new facility served local K -12 students (RCHS, 1979, 

117).   The Trinity School building with gracious columns was torn down a nd rebuilt in 

the 1970s at its present location on the ridge behind Braxton Craven Elementary 

School.  

 

By 1865, not only did Trinity Collegeõs community cater to academia, the region 

attracted larger  scale commercial operations of cotton -ginning, grain -milling, 

general stores, and smaller proprietorships of millinery, tailoring, bookkeeping, 

insurance and medicine.  A network of railroad and stage -coaches provided the 

college community with transportation to and from the surrounding vicinities.  Chair 

manuf acturing began and continues at the site of Trinity Furniture.  Trinity Broom 

Works and the Eshelman Cigar Factory were founded in the early 1900s (RCHS, 1979, 

119).  Farming consistently remained a primary occup ation of the area residents.  

Throughout the  nineteenth century the fortunes of the college and community were 

inseparably linked. The relocation of Trinity College to Durham was traumatic for the 

residents in 1892.  In the aftermath, the facility of Trinity College was revitalized as 

Trinity High School, a preparatory school for the Durham campus and eventually 

became  Trinityõs public high school. 

 

http://www.randolphlibrary.org/
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Trinity College Dormitory  
Courtesy,  www.randolphlibrary.org  

Amid the devastation of the Civil War and the departure of Trinity College, Trinityõs 

residents remained steadfast in their efforts to recover and prospe r into the twentieth 

century.  

 

Among Trinityõs many historical architectural resources  are six well -known, two -story 

Victorian boarding houses once used as Trinity College dormitories.  In addition, the 

historic homes of former college Professors and board ing houses along the NC 

Highway  62 corridor serve as lasting reminders of the communityõs rich heritage and 

highlight some of Trinityõs long-time families and educators.  Normet McCanless, local 

physician at the turn of the century, built a dual purpose me dical office and 

homeplace on the east side of NC Route 62, south of Meadowbrook Road.   The 

John F. Heitman House, dating from 1860, stands across from the Trinity Post Office.  

Heitman was a professor and headmaster of the preparatory Trinity High School .  

Next to the Leach & Wagner grocery is located the Stephen B. Weeks House (1870), 

a two -story home that housed the collegeõs library.  A one-time hotel for visitors and 

dormitory for students, the Trinity Inn exists as a vestige to its past next to the b ustling 

restaurant, the Trinity Grill.  The Lemuel Johnson House, located at the corner of 

Meadowbrook Road and NC Highway  62, is tucked behind the present -day Trinity 

Community Park and predates the Civil War.  Lewis Morgan Leach planned and built 

his hom e from handmade brick around 1845 .  The Leach  home still stands on 

Meadowbrook Road at the top of a knoll that allows visitors a breathtaking view of 

the Uwharries to the southeast.    The home of Braxton Craven hosted dignitaries from 

the legislature and academia.  Unfortunately, his home which was adjacent to Trinity 

College burned in the 1940s.  

Historical events and personalities have always been important to the identity of 

Trinityõs residents.  In honor of Trinityõs incorporation in 1997, a hand-pain ted mural, 

designed by Jeremy Sams and Phil Christman, was painted on the former site of 

Trinity College and on the present -day exterior wall of Braxton Craven Elementary 

Schoolõs gymnasium (Tatum, 1997, B1).  
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Trinity History Mural at Braxton Craven School  

Courtesy, PTCOG  

The Trinity History Mural features an ôopen bookõ depicting scenes from Trinityõs past 

such as the Brown Schoolhouse, Union Institute, Normal College, Trinity College and 

Trinity High School.  The left side of the page depicts the Old Schoolhouse, a cabin of 

round logs established in the 1830s.  Bra ntley Yorkõs portrait, honored as the first 

teacher in Trinity, hired Braxton Craven as headmaster is in the upper right corner of 

the left page.  The Craven portrait 

appears on the lower -left hand 

corner.  Braxton Craven, by uniting 

the Quakers and Method ists, 

established the Union Institute in 

1839.    Later, the Union Institute 

became Normal College, the 

predecessor to Trinity College.   A 

replica of Trinity College is at the 

bottom right -hand side of the left 

page.   This building fell into 

disrepair in  the 1920s and was 

replaced with Trinity High School 

(top drawing on the right page).   At 

the bottom of the mural is a 

depiction of the Trinity Football Team from 1988.  A final photo peeks out from the 

pages of the present on the right hand side of the b ook, a picture of Duke Chapel as 

it appears today.  

 

Highlighting the entrance to the Braxton Craven Elementary School campus is the 

Trinity College Memorial Gazebo .  The roof of the gazebo is supported by ten 

columns salvaged from Trinity College.  Shelt ered underneath the gazebo is a cast -

iron bell that once rang on the Trinity College campus (King, 1988, 11).  The Bathing 

Rock, a rock formation fed by a natural spring, can be found on a secluded wooded 

parcel behind City Hall.  The rock basin is fed by a spring and has been a popular 

summertime destination for many.   Off the beaten path, Trinityõs cemetery sits quietly 

off NC Highway  62.   Braxton Craven, Trinity Collegeõs President who guided Trinity 

College through adversity, prosperity, war and peace,  is buried in the cemetery 

under a tall, white obelisk .  His grave is surrounded by those of other notable local 

citizens and nationally prominent educators (McRary, 1978, 1).   

 

Trinity enters the twenty -first century facing a variety of decisions about c ommercial 

and residential development.  Modern businesses such as Labonte Racing, Jowat 

Adhesives, the Assurance Group and the Morgan Manor Party Center underscore 

Trinityõs historic roots while promoting a 

promising future.  The Cityõs ongoing 

investment  in a public wastewater collection 

system will serve multiple existing 

neighborhoods and open large parcels of the 

community to land development.  Standing at 

the crossroads of change, Trinity is charting a 

course for its future growth ð seeking to 

preserv e cherished community resources while 
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encouraging development that enhances the communityõs identity and quality of 

life.  

 

 

1.3  PURPOSE OF THE PLAN 
The primary purpose of this plan  is to provide guidance for making strategic decisions 

about future growth  and development in the community.  The plan also serves as : 

¶ A source of factual Information  

¶ A g uide to local government decisions  

¶ An o pportunity for community involvement  

¶ An o utline for strategic action  

 

 

The plan is intended to serve as a guide to the property owners and developers who 

propose site improvements, the staff who review and comment on these proposals and the 

elected and appointed officials who consider these requests.  

 

 

1.4  PLANNING PROCESS AND METHODOLOGY 
A detailed analysis of existing co nditions was conducted to ensure the plan responds  

adequately  to the most relevant and current land development issues and trends facing 

the City .  Computerized mapping and database technology  know n as geographic 

information systems (GIS), was used to map and analyze a wide variety of demographic, 

economic, environmental and  urban service growth factors.  

 

Extensive input from the Land Development Plan Advisory  Committee and the public  was 

used to identify core community values, and to build support for the plan.  This framework 

of community values was applied to the detailed analysis of existing conditions and growth 

factors to draw conclusions and make recommendations about future development 

patterns.  Recomm ended land use designations were developed to pr ovide a strategic, 

proactive vision of where and how the City of Trinity  wishes to grow in the future.  

 

The City of Trinity I-85 welcome sign.  
Courtesy, PTCOG  
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EXISTING CONDITIONS 
 

2.1  DEMOGRAPHICS 
Trinity is a new city in comparison to other municipalities , because of this, the historical data 

we will be us ing only goes back to 2000 .  For this reason, the demographic analysis relies 

more heavily on benchmark data for similar towns.  The following statistics highlight the 

demographic factors which impact growth and development, and may influence land use 

prio rities. 

 

Table 2.1 ð City of Trinity  Demographic Overview  

 

City of Trinity Demographic Overview 

Demographic Feature Statistic 

Population, 2000 6690 

Population, 2010 6614 

Population, 2015 6652 

Total Area (Square Miles) 16.8 

Population gain 2000 - 2015 -38 

Population growth rate 2000 - 2015 -0.04% 

Median Age, 2000 39.7 

Median Age, 2010 44.3 

Median Age, 2015 43.7 

Percent Minority Residents, 2000 7.50% 

Percent Minority Residents, 2010 9.50% 

Percent Minority Residents, 2015 5.70% 

Average Household Size, 2000 2.54 

Average Household Size, 2010 2.50 

Average Household Size, 2015 2.56 

Homeownership Rate, 2000 80.40% 

Homeownership Rate, 2010 87.10% 

Homeownership Rate, 2015 83.60% 

% of Adults with a High School Diploma, 2000 70.10% 

% of Adults with a High School Diploma, 2010 76.90% 

% of Adults with a High School Diploma, 2015 84.20% 

Median Household Income, 2000 $43,277 

Median Household Income, 2010 $45,526 

Median Household Income, 2015 $48,357 

Poverty Rate, 2000 8.60% 

Poverty Rate, 2010 13.90% 

Poverty Rate, 2015 14.80% 
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Source s:  NC Office of State Budget and Management, State Demographer, 20 15 estimates released in 

Septem ber 20 16 and the US Census Bureau, American FactFinder,  US Census Bureau, NC Department of 

Revenue, Sales & Use Tax Repo rts for Fiscal Year 2014-2015. 

 

 

PEER COMMUNITIES 

Comparing the characteristics of the City of Trinity  to peer communities in North 

Carolina provide s the City  with valuable insight into trends, patterns and issues that 

are unique to the community.  Therefo re, statistical information of four  comparison 

communities  has been included  in this analysis.  Selection of the comparison towns 

was based on population size, geographical attributes, and distance from City of 

Trinity municipal limits .  In addition, bench mark data for Randolph  County and for the 

state of North Carolina as a whole are included where appropriate.  Peer 

communities  selected for this study include the following four towns of similar size :  

¶ Archdale  ð Located adjacent and east of Trinity, has p ortions in Randolph and 

Guilford County.  

¶ Jamestown  ð Located in southwest Guilford County.  

¶ Randleman  ð Located in central Randolph County . 

¶ Thomasville  ð Located adjacent and west of Trinity, has portion in Davidson, 

Guilford, and Randolph County.  

 

Each of the peer communities are considered residential (bedroom) communities in 

which most residents work in neighboring urban areas.  

 

Figure 2.1 ð Location of North Carolina Peer Communities  
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POPULATION AND GROWTH 

Trinity has slightly fewer than 7,000 resident s, making it the third largest city in 

Randolph County and the 121st largest in NC.  The land area of Trinity is 

approximately 17 square miles.  Measured by land area, Trinity is the largest city in 

Randolph County and the 51st largest in NC.  Population g rowth rates in Trinity are 

the lowest among the comparison areas.  In the 2000s, Trinityõs growth decreased .  

From 2010 ð 2015, the population is growing, but  Randolph Countyõs growth rate is 

twice that of Trinity . 

 

Table  2.2 ð Population Growth Comparison , 2000 ð 2015 

Municipality 2000 2010 2015 
Growth Rate, 
2000 - 2010 

Growth Rate, 
2010 - 2015 

Trinity 6,690 6,614 6,652 -0.1% 0.1% 

Archdale 9,007 11,415 11,954 2.7% 0.9% 

Thomasville 19,788 26,757 27,084 3.5% 0.2% 

Randleman 3,557 4,113 4,136 1.6% 0.1% 

Jamestown 3,088 3,382 3,638 1.0% 1.5% 

Randolph 
County 130,454 141,752 142,953 0.9% 0.2% 

 
Source:  US Bureau of the Census,  American Fact Finder, 2015 American Community Survey . 

 

 

 

 
Source: US Bureau of the Census,  American Fact F inder, 2010 American Community Survey . 
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Figure 2.3 - Growth Rate Comparison, 2010 - 2015

 
Source: US Bureau of the Census,  American Fact Finder, 2015 American Community Survey . 

 

LAND AREA AND POPULATION DENSITY 

Trinity is tied with Thomasville with the largest  land area among  the comparison cities.  

Population density is by far lower than any other comparison city. .   

 

 

Table 2.3 - Population Density & Land Area Comparison  

Municipality Density 
Land Area (Square 

Miles) 

Trinity 396.0 16.8 

Archdale 1513.2 7.9 

Thomasville 1612.1 16.8 

Randleman 1148.9 3.6 

Jamestown 1254.5 2.9 
 

Source: US Bureau of the Census,  American Fact Finder, 2015 American Community Survey  
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Figure 2.4 ð Population Density for Trinity & Surrounding Area, 2015 

 
 

Source:  2015 US CENSUS TIGER FILES. 

Data m apped at a block group level by City of Trinity . 
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RACE AND ETHNICITY 

Relatively few minorities live in Trinity.  94.3% of residents are non -Hispanic whites.  The 

next closest comparison municipality is Archdale and they have more than twice 

that num ber of minorities than Trinity.    

 

 

Table 2.4 ð Trinity Population by Race and Ethnic Origin, 2015  

Race  % of Population  

White 94.3% 

African American 2.5% 

American Indian 0.1% 

Asian 0.5% 

Pacific 0.0% 

Other 1.2% 

Multiple 1.3% 

Hispanic 5.7% 
Source: US Bureau of the Census,  American Fact Finder, 2015 American Community Survey . 

 

 

Table 2.5 ð Trinity Population by Race and Ethnic Origin, 2015  

  Minority Comparison  

Trinity 5.7% 

Archdale 13.2% 

Jamestown 20.3% 

Randleman 15.6% 

Thomasville 27.3% 

Randolph County 12.5% 
Source: US Bureau of the Census,  American Fact Finder, 2015 American Community Survey . 

. 
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AGE 

The largest single age group within Trinity is persons age 45-54.  25% of all City residents are 

between the ages of 35 -55. 

 

 
Source: US Bureau of the Census,  American Fact Finder, 2015 American Community Survey . 

 

With a median age of 3 9.7, Trinityõs population is slightly older than the comparison  towns 

studied and  also older than the median age of the population in R andolph County and 

North Carolina as a whole . 

 

Table 2.6 - Median Age Comparison 

Trinity 43.7 

Archdale 41.8 

Jamestown 46.7 

Randleman 40.9 

Thomasville 38.9 

Randolph County 41.2 
Source: US Bureau of the Census,  American Fact Finder, 2015 American Comm unity Survey . 

 

 


















































































































































